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| FFAVING frequently obſerved that foe Jews at | 


tended my preaching, I was led to reflect on the 
preſent ſtate of that dear 


ſenſibly was my compaſſion excited; and the more 
powerfully were my affettions drawn out towards 


them. At length my heart diſſolved in pity ; and 


I determined to preach to them on & ſubject, in 
which, I conceive they are derply intereſted, This 


I did; and multitudes of them, Knowing my in- 


tention, honoured me with a candid hearing. The 
diſcourſe itſelf I now-publith, in compliance with 
the earneſt ſolicitation of ſeyeral who heard it; in 
vindication of myſelf from the errors and abſur- 
dities ſome mercenary printers and bookſellers would 
father upon me in their N editions; and in 


hopes that the profits, ariſing from the ſale of it 


among the Gentiles, will enable me to-diſtribute 
the copies gratis to the Jes =. '\ 
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negleded people. The id 
more attentively I conſidered the matter, the more 
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e At his right hand. 
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'Nie Service commenced with | ſnging the following 
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; Who reigns enthron'd above; 
SEE Ancient of e everlaſting days, 1 .. 
e A God of l çœD D 


6-911 Jehovah, great L AM! 11 70 wn AY wang 
£01 By earth and[heavin'confeſt ;- n bin 
ron  Thow and bleſs the ſacred name, dns 
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"ot oy At whoſe ſupreme command 3 


TENN Fm earth Iriſe - and e the j Joys 
. 4 all on earth forſake ; 2 ore | 5 5 
ns Its wiſdom, fame, and power; 0 — 

And him my only portion make, 7 3% | 
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5 d facred libetiy, 


And endleſs reſt. het na, 
There milk and — = flow, 23 , 
21:4. And oil a Me wing abound, * 
And trees of life for ever = 
With mercy crown' 


| The whole triumphant hoſt © 


Give thanks to God on Nad; | 
* Hail Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,” 
"They ever cry; | 


Hail Abr lam God and mine: 

I join the heav'nly lays ; 

25 . and majeſty are thine, 
a endleſs . 
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| O THOU God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob! 
e behold the company: of poor ſinners,” Jews and 
Gentiles, this day in thy great preſence. _ O Lord 
God! bow down, and blefs with thy ſmiles this nu- 
merous congregation ; be in the midſt of this people 
as thou was in the midſt of the camp of Iſrael of old, 
and let that glory which went, before them be ſhewn 
unto us. O Lord God Almighty ! behold the chi 
dren of Iſrael; and ſtretch forth, for their deliver- 
ance, thy hand, which is not ſhortened that it can- 
not ſave; and let thine ear, which is not heavy, be 
inclined to our petitions. We deſire to — thy 
name for all the wonders that are recorded in thy 
bleſſed word. Thou didſt take thy ſervant Abraham 
of old out of the land where he was; thou didſt 
call him into a land where head never been; and 
thou didſt, contrary to nature, give him a ſon, from 
whom thou didſt promiſe a ſeed ſhould come, in which 
all the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. Thou 
didſt, by wonderful mereies, thou didſt, by wonderful 
providences, protect them and their children, when 
they ſtood in need of thy protection. Thine arm was 
ſtretched forth for their help. Thou didſt call them 
to go, and it was of thy wifdom that they did go, into 
a land where they were in captivity-for an appointed 
time. There, Lord, thou didſt bleſs them. Thou waſt 
not forgetful of thy promiſe; but, notwithſtanding 
their; rebellion, thou cauſedit them to multiply into 
an-exceeding great nation; and when the time ap- 
3 come, and in the very hour which thou 
adſt appointed, notwithſtanding their frequent 
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rebellion 
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rebellion againſt thee, thou waſt regardful of thy 
promiſe, and didſt deliver them. Thou didſt bring 
them-out of Egypt with a mighty hand ; thou dd 
divide the Red Sea. that thine Iſrae] might paſs 
through. Their enemies, purſuing them, were 
overwhelmed in the deep, while they paſſed through 
dry-ſhod, ſinging thy praiſes. Again they rebelled 
againſt thee, and thou didſtledd them about in a 
- waſte, howling wilderneſs; nevertheleſs, thou didſt J 
carry them like an eagle, and keep them as the apple 
- of thine eye. Thou didſt bring down thy judg- 
ments upon them, yet juſtice was always tempered- 
with mercy ; and thou didſt never puniſh them as 
their fins deſerved. At length, after forty years, 
thou didſt bring them into the land which thou hadſt 
prepared for them; their enemies, though mighty, 


+ . falling before them; there they worſhipped thee, 


and there they enjoyed thy preſence; till at length; 
_ thgu digſt take hy preſence for a little time from 

them; and ſufferedſt them to fall before their ene-: 
mies. Nevertheleſs; at the appointed time thou 
didſt reſtore them. They offended again and again; 
and were again and! again captivated, and again, 


delivered. They were under captivity, according 


to thy prophecies, ſeventy years; but thou waſt 
faithful, © God! and at the expiration. of the ap- 
ointed time, thou didſt fend thy ſarvants of old 0 

their leaders; and, according to thy promiſe, 
didſt bring them again to their land; and thy temple: 
was agam feſtored to them. They continued there, 
in different ſtatks and conditions, for many years 3 
till, at length, the Romans, the people whom thou 
_hadi permitted to come, bvarpntverad them, and 
the ſceptre departed fram judah, and the lawrgiver 

from between: his feet; O Lord God thou didſt ſay: 
in hy word, that thefe:ſhould then appear a wonder 
ful mar upon entth: Lord, teach us what we ſhauld 
: think: of that man. Thou ſcattered them abroad; 


at 


G J--- 


at this day they have no prieſt, no facriſice, no tem- 


le, nor can they worſhip thee according to thy law. 

ut thou haſt promiſed, that Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in 
the Lord with an everlafting ſalvation. Let this day, 
O God? be the beginning of their deliverance,— 
Now, @'God' of gods! Light of lights! ſhine down 
into our-hearts,” chaſe 2 the clouds of unbelief 
and ignorance, and give us faith in thee, as Abra- 
ham thy ſervant. had. Thou didſt fay to Abraham, 
In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
bleſſed. Many have ariſen who have pretended to 
be this promiſed ſeed, and have 3 
but there was a man who, when the ſceptre was 
about to depart, did great miracles, and the Jews 
themſelves bore witneſs of them. Teach us, O 
Lord! what we ſhould think of that man. If he be 

the Meſſiah, O God, let us believe in him. Lead 
us into all truth, teach us to underſtand thy word, 
and thine ſhall be the glory. O Lord! as this is my 
birth-day, let it be the birth- day of thouſands, and 
let thy preſence be ſhewn to Iſrael in a , man- 
ner to day. Hear us, O God of Abraham, of Iſaac, 
and of Jacob ! and do more and better for us, poor 


unworthy Gentiles, but more eſpecially for thine - 
ancient Iſrael, thy dear people, the Jews, than we 


'can aſk, or think. 
5 Our Father 3 which art in heaven, &c,” 


"Poon | 
HYMN, AFTER PRAYER. 
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BEFORE Jehovah's awful throne, 
Fee nations, bow with ſacred joy; 
Know that the Lord is God alone, 
He can create, and he deſtroy, +» 


otherwiſe; 
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His Byteigd pow'r, without our aid 
Made us of clay, and form'd us men; 
And when, like wand ring ſheep, we Weh. 
He brought us to his fold again. ak 


90 ve} y 


We'll croud thy gates with thankful ſongs, 
High as the heav'ns our voices raiſe; - -* 

And earth, with her ten thouſand tongue. 
en fill thy courts with ſounding NM 6 


Wide as the world is thy command; ; 
Vaſt as eternity thy love iQ; 211i} 5d 
Firm as a rock thy truth muſt ſtand. 
| When rolling years ſhall ceaſe ta move. 
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Aud in thy feed Nall all the nations of the earth be 
| bleſſed.” Gen. xxii. 18. net 


LESSED be the God of Abraham for the glorious - 
ſight which I now behold ! Thoufands of divers 
nations, Jews and Gentiles, are aſſembled beneath 

this roof to hear the word of God! O may the 
Spirit of the 5 enable me to preach it faith- 
fully, and may your hearts be opened cordially to 
receive it! 5 N s CO, 

Gentile ſinners, you are this day highly honoured 

with the preſence of a noble nation. Behold the 
ancient Iſrael of God and, conſcious of your own 
- inferiority, reverence them as your ſuperiors. Th 
Te ancient Iſrael of God, we view you with rap- 
turous delight and veneration; nor are we aſhamed 
to acknowledge your great ſuperiority. Our fore- 
fathers, forgetting your high deſcent, may have in- 
ſulted you; but we diſclaim their bafe actions, and 
would atone for their faults by double humiliation. 
You are the lineal deſcendants of God's ancient 
choſen people; we are the children of idolatrous and 
execrable Gentiles. - To you were committed the 
lively oracles of God, while our fathers groped 
in ignorance, and periſhed. for lack of knowledge. 
Yet your fathers prayed for us; and we, prompted 
by r would imitate their conduct, and ſeek 
to 


o you good. Actuated by this motive, I, an un- 
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6100 
worthy worm, preſume this day to preach unto you 
the word of the Lord. Not that I am wiſer than 
. you: No; I am only a poor child, completing this 
day my twentieth year ; but, convinced of my own 
inability to inſtruct grey hairs, I earneſtly prayed the 
Lord to be unto me a mouth of wiſdom. ' 
- Aslamſtanding before a company of Jews, among 
whom are muy * learned men, it might be expected 
by ſome that I ſhould addreſs them in a learned man- 
ner, This, however, I qannot do; for I candidly 
cohfeſs, in the preſence of you all, that T underſtand - 
no language but the Engliſh. Craving, therefore, 
_ Indulgence, if, in pronouncing Hebrew names, my 
accent ſhould be improper, and intreating the moſt 
candid attention whilſt I reaſon on the doctrines of 
this book with all poſſible perſpicuity and plainneſs, 
'Fenter on the great work before me with fear and 
trembling. - . 
here is little occaſion, I preſume, for acquainting 
this aſſembly with the remarkable occurrence which 
ſeems to be a prelude to the gracious promiſe in my 
text. For the ſake, however, of thoſe who are un- 
informed, ſhould any ſuch be here preſent, a brief 
. recital may be neceſſary. Z Sho hy ; 
God having called Abraham from his native land 
into a ſtrange country, gave him the promiſe of a 


fon, from whom a numerous progeny ſhould deſcend; 


though, at that time, Abraham was a hundred years 
old, and Sarah, according to the courſe of nature, paſt 
child-bearing. Abraham believed in God ; but fo far 
Was Sarah from thinking ſuch an event poſſible, that 
when the promiſe was given, ſhe-laughed, laying, 
with an air of incredulity, Shall 1 bear a fon?” 

evertheleſs, Sarah did conceive, and bear a fon to 
Abraham, in his old age, at the ſet time of which 
God had ſpoken to him (Gen. xxi, 2.); and from 
him, thus miraculouſly conceived, when the Pune 
of nature were dried up, the . =_ p 
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deſcend in a manner as impoſſible in the eye of ſenſe, 7 
as a root could ſpring up out of dry ground. = 
For the further trial of Abraham's faith, God ſaith: 
to him, when Iſaac was grown up, Take now thy: 
< ſon, thy only ſon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get 
.« thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him there, 
« for a burnt-offering, upon one of the mountains 
„ which I will tell thee of.” The good man roſe 
early in the morning, and taking his ſon, and the 
things needful for the ſacrifice, we. N. his journey. = 
On the third day, Ol painful ſight I he lifted up his i 
eyes, and behęld the place afar off where his lamb = 
maſt bleed. O! aſtomſhing faith! that enabled him 1 
to proceed at the divine command; while Natures 
rſuaſive voice, like the tempting ſerpent; urges 


him to diſobey. But Nature already bleeding, fe- i 
ceives another wound; for as they went on both of 3» 
them together; Iſaac ſaid, My father and be te- = 
* plied, Here am I, my ſon. And he ſaid, Behold the * 
*-fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for 'a = 


„ burnt- offering? And Abraham ſaid, My ſon, Gd A 
* will provide himſelf a lamb for à burnt- offering.“ AY 
At ſuch a queſtion what-muſt he feel! how difficult m”l 
to ſuppreſs the tears that were ready to burſt fm 
his eyes! „Ahl dear child, little doſt thou thiuxxk 
what I am about to do. Thou art the lamb. M 
hand muſt fix in thy beloved breaſt the deadly ſteel.” 
He ſtruggles againſt the killing thought, and perſe- | 
veres. At length they reach the place. There Abra- 1 

ham builds the altar, and on the altar he lays the wood 1 
in order. He binds his ſon, and lays him on the -=' 
wood. Taking the fatal knife, he ſtretches forth his. - _ Wl 
hand, and ſtands prepared to ſlay his fon. O Abra. 
ham! forbear. If thy faith be deaf to Nature's voice, 
liſten one moment to what Reaſon has to ſay. Art | 
thou not to be the father of many nations ? Is it not 


ſaid, In Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called?* How can [ 
the divine prediction be fulfilled if Ifaac dies with 4 
out a child? Drop, therefore, the knife, and let thy 


B 2 Aarling 


_—_ 


a — — : 
| i * # 
ö KY | 
. 
LY d 
= \% 
if 1 , 


3 


{ darling live.” But no; the man of God obeys the 
voice of heaven; and now behold the ſon of promiſe 
ready to receive the mortal wound. Juſt at that in- 
ſtant the angel of the Lord called to him out of 
* heaven, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither 
do thou any thing unto him; for now know that 
thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not withheld thy 

, <:ſon; thine only ſon from me. And Abraham look- 

Led and behold behind him a ram caught in a 

_ <-thicket by his horns; and he went, and took the 
< ram; and offered bim up for a burnt- offering in the 
#.ſtead:of his ſon.” And the angel of the Lord called 

k to him gut of heaven the ſecond time, and ſaid, 

By myſelf have I ſworn, ſaith the Lord, for be- 

\ & gauſe thou haſt done this thing, and haſt not with- 

| e held thy fon, thine;only ſon, that in bleſſing I will 

N 5, bleſs thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy 

| e ſeed as the ſtars of the heaven, and as the ſand upon 

tte ſea-ſhore; and thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the gate 

[F of his enemies. And, then follows the 6x anD 

PROMISE, In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the 

| <.garth:be bleſſed. ; n He * 83-5 1 dy 

Ibis promiſe is made to Abraham, that illuſtrious 

i Eharatter, whom:Jews and: Gentiles reverence, and 

whom God himſelf delighted to, honour. His name 
once Was Abram, mighty father, but God changed 

[ Tito Abraham, the father of multitudes, or-n«tions, 

i | i is, ſaid, Gen. xviis.g, the father of many 

b asations have I made thee. This could not be 

Ipoken of him in relation to bis progeny after the 

1 Hieſh; for he was the father of Israel only, a ſingle 

ation; it muſt, therefore, deſign that ſpiritual race 
that ſhould ſpring from this ED, in whom all the 
nations of the earth are to be bleſſed. We join 
with Fou in denominat ing Abraham, by way of 
eminence, the father of the faithful.“ How juſtly 
che deſerves this title, may be inferred from what hath 
Peen ſaid. Not becauſe he is either the author of 
ltſ˖ith, or the objet of it, but becauſe W 
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all men's, the greateſt and moſt'conſpicuous ; and as 
you are his children after the fleſh, I pray God you 
may be imitators of his faithfulneſs. - ' | "A, 

He is likewiſe called, “the friend of God; the 
moſt dignified appellation that ever as conferred on 
a mortal man. In conſequence of this friendſhip, he 
was admitted to the greateſt confidence and familiar- * 
ity, inſomuch that God would not deſtroy the cities | 
of the plain without firſt acquainting him with his 
deſign. © Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
« which I do?” I grant that in the Canticles, he 
calls his people, collectively, friends; ſaying,“ Eat, 
O friends | and drink abundantly, O beloved l“ but 
he never ſpake to any individual of them but Abra? 
ham in terms of intimacy like theſe... „ 


The Jewiſh nation, being the natural poſterity of A 
this faithful Abraham, this Fiend of God, and bear- 
ing in their countenances the marks of their high de- 
ſcent, derive no ſmall honour from this very circum- 
ſtance. ,. The meaneſt Jews has in this reſpe& morg = 
dignity than the, greateſt Princes; for kingly'deſcent 9 
cannot be traced ſo, bigh, nor can the proudeſt mo- 1 
narch upon earth boaſt of ſuch noble progenitors; 0 


What warrior can be compared with David, or who | AY 
for wiſdom and riches, can vie with Solomon? Vet 3 
theſe, O ye Jews were your anceſtors; and ſo allg. _ E 


were many prophets and kings, whoſe. names Go 4 
himſelf has recorded with the higheſt; honour, that 
Z + they may be held in everlaſting remembrance. {1 I 
we Gentile ſinners do not, in a manner, hondur go 
as kings, and account ourſelves your ſervants, ediſ- 
grace our profeſſion. Y our nation Wasgt once the 
glory and terror of the world; and thpugh that glory 
is nom no more, it Would be ſhameful in us to de- 
ſpiſe you; for the chiefeft glory of your nation yet | 
remains, that ſeed of Abraham, in tulom all the namious 
.of the earth are lu b H ͤ ert. en 
Ihe word ſeed confines the promiſe to one family, 
and, indeed, to one perſon, that is, the Meſſiah; 15 
| the- 


e ö 
ei, h 
be . 
the bleſſing is unto all, and upon all them that be- 
| - Jieve. Call us Gentile dogs, if you pleaſe; we are 
ſio, and the moſt contemptible name is not too bad for 
us Yet do not wiſh to exclude us from the bleſſ- 
gs comprehended in this promiſe, We alſo hope 
for: eternal happineſs through the ſeed of Abraham, 
the Mess ftAR, who, we conceive, is already come, 
and we ought not to look for another. Ibis you 
doubt. This I firmly believe. If I am wrong, may 
God: convince me to-day! O convince me before 
this multitude ;:and let thy Iſrael, if they are wrong, E. 
- bow to the (eepire of truth, that we may no longer 
beat variance, but all confeſs the glory of God in, 
mme promiſed ſeed. q b 22 
Let us, therefore, candidly inquire into theſe three 
particulars: firſt, Whether the Meſſiah be actually 
come; ſecondly, If he be, who this Meſſiah is; and 
thirdly, What bleſſings all nations derive from him? 
First, Is che Meſſiah come? It appears to me that 


5 


des ia ſupport of this I ſhall adduce, though I am 
baut a child in knowledge, four Scriptures, which 1 
N think are concluſive; wiſer men, 1 dare ſay, could 
5 _ bring a thoufſancg J eine aun. 


= „ eee rein Mall refer, you will find 
in the fortyninth chapter of Geneſis, where Jacob, 
Pleſſing his ſons, pronounces the following on Judah: 
1 Juda, thou art he whom thy brethren Thall praiſe; 
N Why hand ſnall be on the neck of thine enemies; 
1 & thy ſather's children ſhall bow down before thee. 
Judah is a hon's whelp; from the prey, my ſon, 
a thou art gone up; he ſtooped down, he couched 
as a lion, and as an old lion; who ſhall rouſe him 
_ Fap? The ſeeptre ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a 
, *lawgivet from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unte him ſhall the gathering of the people be.“ | 
wegetting aſide all the needleſs 8 of your 775 
nation concerning the tranſlation of theſe words, let 
us, for a moment; conſider their import, for men of 
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wiſdom and learning, like you, know that all objee- 


tions of that ſort are merely cavils. Allowing the 
Hebrew word, which we tranſlate ſceptre, to mean's 
rod, as you fay, yet there is no doubt but it means 


a'ſtaff or rod of power, not of affliction. "This is ; 
plain from what follows in the ſame ſentence “ nor. 


a lawgiver from between his feet; for you cannot 
deny but the word rendered lauyiver, is properly 
tranſlated ; ſo that if we leave out the word /cefzre, 
the meaning will be plain enough; namely, that go- 


verning power ſhall not depart from [Judah till Shia 
come; but Judah governs no more the ſceptre 


departed. I-ſhall not attempt to prove the exact time 
when it did depart ; you are much wiſer than I, and 
know much better than I can tell you. My argument 

is, that the ſceptre is now departed, and all know- 
Jedge of regal, ſacerdotal, and tribal deſcent utterly 
loſt. Eighteen hundred years, nearly, hath Jero- 


alem been deſtroyed, nor is there a trace of ſove- 


-reignty remaining, or the hope of it poſſible. Ace 
'theſe things ſo, or are they not? Have you a king, 
or have you not? Where is your lawgiver? Where 


is the knowledge of your tribes? I defy the moſt 


learned Jew to tell me which of you is of Judah, 
which of Levi, or to what tribe he himſelf belongs. 
But this you all know, that the ſceptre is depattell 
from Judah, and a lawgiver from between his feet. 
Then it follows, either that the unchanging God 
hathefled from his promiſe, or that Shiloh is come. 
You alſo know that about the time when the ſceptre 
-departed, there appeared in the world a EATAUN 
Max, which was afterwards crucified at Jeruſalem; 

und that about that time many of your nation ex- 
pected the Meſſſah; did they not? Let hiſtory, let 


your own writers be witneſſes. But if you will net 


believe that Shiloh is oome, why do: you pretend to 
believe this promiſe, ſeeing, if he is not come, it 
cannot be true? . | + ted 
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- - The next proof I ſhall alledge, is a paſſage in the 
-- ninth chapter of Daniel! Seventy weeks are deter- 
e mined; upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
to finiſh the tranſgrefiron, and to make an end of 
- * fins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
E to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up 
the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the moſt 
* holy. Know, therefore, and underſtand, that from 
the going- forth of the commandment to reſtore and 
to build Jeruſalem unto the Meſhah the Prince, 
+ <fhall be ſeven weeks, and tffreeſcore and two 
peeks; the ſtreet ſhall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublous times. And after threeſcore and 
* two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be curOEr, do you hear 
that, O ye Jews! MESsSTIAH SHALL BE CUT OFF | 
but not for himſelf ; and the people of the prince 
that ſhall. come; ſhall deſtroy the city and the 
ſanctuary; and the end thereof ſhall be with a 
food; and unto the end of the war deſolations 
| © are determined. And he ſhall confirm the cove- 
< nant with many for one week; and in the midſt of 
é the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the obla- 
ec tion to ceaſe, and for the overſpreading of abomina- 
* tions he ſhall make it deſolate, even until the con- 

r ſummation, and that determined ſhall be poured 
* upon the deſolate.” You pay more reſpect to your 
Rabbies and their ſayings, than to God and his law: 

One of them hath paſſed a bitter curſe on any one 

that dares to calculate the time of the Meſſiah's com- | 
ing. He prays: that his bowels may guſh out. They 
are conſcious that he is come, and with, by impre- 

- cations like this, to deter you from ſearching for the 
truth; but this will not deter me. I am too young 

and unlearned to enter into accurate computations ; 
but I appeal to the moſt learned Jew, whether theſe | 
= ſeventy jubilee weeks, or weeks of years, muſt not 
5 have long ſince expired, and conſequently, whether 


| [ b the Meſſrah muſt not have appeared, and been cutoff, 
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as hiſtory reports? Seventy weeks of years amount to 
four hundred and ninety. years. The period cannot 


beaſcertained exactly when thoſe weeks commenced. * 
Some ſix one time, and ſome another. But that is 


immaterial. Let this ſuffice, they are long ſince paſt. 
The text ſays, Seventy weeks are determined to finiſh 
F the tranſgreſſion, to make an end of fins, to make 
* reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
<laftirig righteouſneſs,” and who can bring in an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs but an everlaſting God? “ to 


e ſealhup the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the 


©/moſtholy.” Moſt of you will agree that Meſſiah: 


the prince is here intended; and if not, you muſt 


confeſs he is meant when his name is mentioned in 
the ſubſequent verſes. From the going: forth of the 


4 commandment to reſtore and build Jeruſalem to 
© Meſſiah the Prince, is ſeven weeks, and threeſcore 


and two weeks.“ | Your own maſters, if they 


would, could calculate this time more exactly than 


Lean. However, let me aſk your conſciences, whe, 


ther about the time when theſe ſeventy weeks dre to 


a concluſion, there was not a remarkable perſon who 
gave out that he was the Meſſiah; yea, whether mapg 
of your nation did not become his followers ;, and 


whether your fathers did not cvT or that perſon 


as it is ſaid, © the-Meſſiah;ſhall be cut off, but not 


e for himſelf.” Alſo, whether he did not pronounce 


at his death, It is finiſned!“ After this is done, 
The people of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall de- 
*-ſtroy the city.” Now you all know the city of Je- 
ruſalem is here meant; but you will obſerve the de- 
ſtruction of it is not mentioned, till after mention is 
made of Meſſiah's being cut off. But who are the 


people of the prince that ſhall come? Are they, not 


the Romans? Did they not deſtroy your city, and de- 


ſolate your nation? © To the end of the war deſo- 
« lations are determined.“ Tbouſands, yea tens of 
Us „ - _ * thouſands, 


(a) 


tlicufands of your eountrymen, according to Joſe- 
Phus. periſhed in that bloody war the cobmtry was 
made a'deſotation; and ſo it remains to this day. 


Ju you will obſerve, that the Meſſiah was to be cut 
off} before the people of the prince ſhould come, and 
deſtroy you bly: t Jerufalem is deſtroyed; there- 
fore tte Meſiah is cut 43 Why, © Jews l why wilt 
you be blinded through unbeliet'> W > Why will —.— 
pour eyes againſt the clear ſhining truth? Firſt, 
Nele mu be eut off; and 3 In confequence of 
tat, the Romans (hall come, and deſtroy y qur: city. 
18 Jeruſalem deſtroyed, or is it not? It is F & on y 
und your people remain, to this day, feattered-up and 
down upon the face of the earth. God's promiſes 
"ean never fail. It is, therefore, in vain for you: to ſay, 
your finfulneſs hinders their fulfilment. | This is not 
& conditional promiſe, but it is politive; “ Seventy 
«weeks are DETERMINED; the Methah smatri be 
neut off.” When Iſrael was in Egypt, and the time 
ce when God had promited to deliver them, theit 
tinwoerthineſs did not make God unfaithful, for he 
Brought them out the /&/Jame: night: and'(hall the 
ſeventy weeks expire, and ſhall not the Meffiah come? 
But it is faid: “ He ſhall confirm the covenant 
„ Wich MANY; for one week, that is, ſeven years, 
andi in the WiDsr or THE WEBK, he ſhall cauſe the 
- Cſhnertfiee/ and oblation to Ceaſe.” That is, this 
Maftah; whoever he is, ſhall confirm the eovenant 
of God with your fathers, concerning himſelf, by 
- Many e wire les, as well as by his life and 
__tdoatines, | And in the midſt of the week” that 
zs, in about three years and a half, after he 
| A Werke of confirming his covenant, he ſhall cauſe 
che ſucrißce and 'oblation to ceaſe.” I ſuppoſe this 
means, that by being cut off, not for himſelf, but as 
; 1 faerifice for the people, he hall, by that one of- 
7 ering MY render ana oo a; 1 
all 
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altthoſe ſacrifices and oblations of the ceremonĩal law. 5 
ineffectual; for types are like ſcaffolding, which is 


taken dawn; when the building is completed. 
I I remember, concerning that remarkable perfan, 
who appeared about, the time theſe ſeventy weeks 


were expired; that he wrought, many miracles, and 


conſtantly aſſerted that he was the Meſſiah ; yea, 
that he was cut f in about three years and a bal 


after he had begun preaching; that his death hapt 


pened about the time of the evening ſacrifice, ſome 
{ſuppoſing that he groaned his laſt at the very mo- 
ment the ſeventy weeks of Daniel were completed, 


as the angel ſpake to him, about the time of the 


evening oblation. FA 4 Sata 
Ihe third paſſage I ſhall produce, you will find 


written in the fifth chapter of. Micah : „But thon 
7 


“ Bethlebem Epbratah, though thou be litile amon 
* the thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Iſrael; 
* whole gaings-forth have been from of old, from 

” That the Meſſiah is here ſpoken of, 
and the place of his nativity pointed out, the Jews 
themſelves acknowledge ; for when Herod enquired 


where the Meſſiah ſhould be born, the chief prieſts. 


and ſcribes anſwered, in Bethlehem of Judah; al- 
ledging this prophecy in proof. That this propheey 
might be fulfilled, God cauſed Cæſar to make a de- 
cree that the whole land ſhould be regiſtered ; for 
which purpoſe all were commanded to go to their 
own city. Joſeph, being of the family of David, 
went to Bethlehem, where Jefus was born; da- 

claring, by his enrolment, of what family be was, 


and likewife fulfilling the words of this prophecy. - 


Where is Bethlehem now? From thence, accord- 


ing to your own teachers, Meſſiah is to come. But 
Bethlehem js deſtroyed ; therefore Meſſiah is come.-- 


Jeruſalem is no more; Bethlehem is no more: 


there fore, either this propheoy cannot be fullilled, 


6 


Kis is already fulßlled for * out of thee ſhall he 
come forth unto me, that is to be "ruler in 

4 Iſrael: he ſhall go out from me; do the work 
which he hath undertaken, and ce to me again. 
Therefore will he give them up- until the time 
that ſhe which travaileth hath Slight forth; then 

2 the remnant of his brethren ſhall return unto the 
children of Iſrael.” I cannot tell how you may 
interpret this text; but ſuppoſe it partly means that 
B ſhall be given u til Fe” fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles ſhall RS in. Then ſhall all Tfrael confeſs the 
= Meſſiah, and be ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation; 
When that glorious event will take place God only 
- knows; but I truſt it is not far off. I think it is 
very near: and he. alone, who ruleth above; knows 
whether this day may not be the beginning of that 
855 ſeaſon ; and whether the converſion of the 
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ews may not be the means of ſpreading the Goſpel 
rom pole to pole. | 
The laſt Scripture from Which F ſhall argue the 
Poist is contained in the third chapter of Malachi : 
_ Behold, Iwill ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall | 
Prepare the way before me: and the Lord whom 
e feek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, even 
— the meſſenger the covenant, whom ye delight 
in: behold. he ſhall come, Faith the Lord of 
© hoſts “ To this 1 ſhall ſubjoin a paſſage in 
_Haggai: And 1 Will ſhake all nations, and the 
e defire of all nations ſhall: come: and I will fill 
e this houſe” with glory, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 
he ſilver is mine, and the gold is mine, faith 
«the Lord of hoſts. The glory of this latter houſe 
half be greater than of the former, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts: and in this place will I give peace, ſaith 
the Lord of hoſts.” Tal argue from both theſe 


5s - - paſſages at once. Now there is no Jew but will ac- 
kn wiedge that the ſecond temple, built by Zerub- 
babel, Was ſo far interior. to that of Solomon, that 
Te 4 there 


62 
there was no compariſon between them; for though 
| Herod beautified this ſecond temple, and laviſhed 
vaſt ſums upon it, yet it was not in Herod's power 
to make it like Solomon's in glory. Compared with 
that, it was contemptible; but God, for the com- 
fort of his people, here promiſes that its glory. ſhall 
exceed the glory of the former. For the Lord 

hom ye ſeek ſhall fuddenly come to his temple 
even the defire, or deſirable object, of ALL na- 
tions. And it is evident that the preſence of the 
Meſſiah, God incarnate, was, according to this pews 
mals, to give it that ſuperior glory. | 

Now, O Jews! your temple is deſtroyed, and 
you can have no reaſonable expectation of another. 
How then can this promiſe be fulfilled, if it is not 
already fulfilled? How can the meſſenger af the 
covenant come into that temple which is now de- 
{troyed ? But it is evident it was not to be deſtroyed 
till he had come into it. As, therefore, it is d&> 
ſtroyed, the meſſenger, the deſire of all nations, muſt 
have already come into it. It cannot be ſpoken of a 
third temple, for God confines' the promiſe. to the 
ſecond: „I will fill rs houſe with glory; and 
again, * The glory of TH1S LATTER HOUSE ſhall be 

greater than of the former,” 

O Jews! do ye not now believe? Shall God pro- 

miſe, and ſhall he not perform? Is he {lack concern; 
ing his promiſe? Will the God of truth amuſe you 
with falſity? By no means: all his promiſes ſhall be 
fulfilled, without the delay of a moment. If he ſaid 
the meſſenger ſhould come to his temple, depend 
upon it he is come, às the Lord hath faid. May 
God Almighty enlighten you, that you may ſee the 
meaning of theſe. Scriptures !: - 

It is evident! whoever the Meſſinh i is, that he is 
come; and nothing but blindneſs and unbelief, 
which have happened unto Iſrael, can engage them 


to look for another. All their hopes, therefore, 
| like 
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| like the paſt; muſt end in confuſion, till they return 


unto him, from whom they have ſo greatly departed. 
But you will argue, that, becauſe of your ſinfulneſs, 
God bath withheld his promiſe for a time. Was 
God ever wont to do ſo? When he promiſed you 


deliverance from Egypt, did he not deliver you the 


felf-ſame night as he had promiſed? Did he not bring 
du forth with a mighty hand; lead youthrough the 
ed - Sen, and overwhelm your purſuers in the mighty 
deep? Did he not lead you forty years through a 
wafte howling wilderneſs, and, notwithſtanding your 
rebellion, brought you into the promiſed land? If, 


_ then, God hath been faithful in leſſer matters, ſhall 


he not keep his word concerning the Meſhah ? Ves; 
he hath kept his word, and Meſſiah is come. But 
who is the Meſſiah ? This brings me to enquire, as I 
propoſed, - 12648) 6 04s | 
Secondly, who the Meſſiah is? And this I ſhall 
do by inveſtigating in whom is verified all that the 
ophets had foretold concerning him. To this end, 
ſhall direct your attention to many paſſages in the 


dock of God. Lock into the twenty-ſecond Pſalm, 


and read the firft verſe. © My God ! my God why 


F © haſt thou forſaken me? Theſe words are the lan- 


age of prophecy, and ſeem to look forward to 
"mething remarkable. They were fpoken by Jeſus 


of Nazareth when he was in the agonies of death, 
and thouſands of the Jews heard him. Read alſo 


the 5th and 8th: verſes of the ſame Pſalm. All 
they that ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn : they ſhoot 


* out the lip, they ſhake the head, ſaying, He 


_ © truſted on the Lord, that he would deliver him: 


jet him deliver him, ſeeing he delighted in him.” 
Theſe words were alſo ſpoken by the multitude, in 


- gerifion of that ſame perſon, while he hung on the 


> 


| , Matt. xxvii. 43. 
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nn che 14th verſe it is faid; © am poured out like 
* water, andalimy bones areoutof joint. This ſeems 


to allude to the dreadful death of crucifixion, which; 


by the extending of the body, and the ſudden jerk it 
fuſtamed when the croſs was put down into the hole 


dug for that purpoſe, ' muſt fometimes diſlocate the | 


limbs; and perhaps it was fo with Jefus of Nazareth; 


| but it ĩs very remarkable concerning him, that a bone 


of him was not broken, Verſe the 1 5th ſays, My 
* ſtrength is dried up like a potſherd, and my tongue 
*« cleaveth to my jaws, and thou haſt brought me ĩnito 
« the duſt of death,” Who can the Pfalmift be ſpeak · 


ing of? There is — very ſtrix ing in the words. 


Whoever he is ſpeaking of, ſeems to be a man of for+ 
rows, and acquairited with grief. His ſorrows feem 
like a burning heat, which hath dried up his ftrength, 
and cauſed a Fans thirſt. 1 gerollt allo anuthet 
paſſage in the Pſalms, which ſays, They gave mealſs 
gal for mw meat, and in my thirſt they gave me 

vinegar to drink *.” Is it not very ſurpriſing that 
all this ſhould be fulfilled in Jeſus of Nazareth? fot 


they gave him vinegar to drink mingie+ with gall . 


© ye Jews! is not this very remarkable? But let us 


read again a part of the 22d Pſalm, * For dogs have 


*#-compaſſed me; the aſſembly of the wicked have 
e incloſed me.” O my God! what do I ſeefo> 
© THEY PIERCUDMY HANDS ANDMY FEAT." Juſt ſo 
as it done to Jefus of Nazareth; andof atruthheyas 
_ the Son of God he is the Meſſiah that was to come. 
Hear, O Jews! hear the Plalmiſt fpeak, «They 
« pierced my hands and my feet.” But who is pierced? 
They pierced uE, faith-the mighty God af Jacob 5. 
But David proceeds in his prophecy, © They part my 


. garments among them, and caſt lots upon my veſ- 


ture. O my foul | who can reſiſt the erz of 
< truth? This alſo was exactly fulfilled in Jeſus of Na- 


* Pla, lxix, 21. f Matt, xxvii. 48. Mark, xv, 25, John, xix. 29. 
N 4 Zech. xi, 10. 8 
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zareth. The Roman ſoldiers took his garments, and 
made four parts, to every ſoldier a part; but his coat 
being very curiouſly wrought, they ſaid; Let us not 
tent it, hut caſt lots for it, whoſe it ſhall be: ſo 
they parted his-raiment- among them, and upon his 
veſture did they caſt lots“. And/yoweHewhere: read 
of the perſon that betrayed him, Nea, mine-own 
« familiar friend, in whom. I truſted, which did eat 
ef my bread, hath lift up his heel againſt -me F” 
- Now Judas ate with his Maſter the very night/!1 in 
which he betrayed him, as you all know; but 
from what motive did Judas betray bis Maſter ? 
Why he ſold him for gain, and the very ſum for which 
he was ſold, is mentioned by one of your own pro- 
phets; as alſo what uſe ſhould be afterwards made 
of the money. And I ſaid unto them, if ye think 
good, give me my price; and if not, forbear: ſo 
* they: weighed for my price ihirty pieces of ſilver. 
And the Lord ſaid unto me, caſt it unto the potter; 
* goodly price that I was priced at of them. And 
I took the thirty pieces of ſilver, and caſt them to 
tie potter in the houſe of the Lord 3.“ When 
Judas had ſold his Maſter for thirty pieces of ſilver, 
his conſcience would not ſuffer, him to keep them; 
de came, therefore, to the chief prieſts and elders, and 
he. etrayed innocent blood, threw 
down the money before them ix THE TEMPLE. How 
exacth does this agree with the prophecy juſt quoted. 
And I took the thirty pieces of ſilver, and caſt them 
«bo. the potter in te 11 of File Lord, that is, the 
temple; and the chief prieſts and elders, taking 
council, bought with them the. potter's field to 
S bury {tratigers in H.“ 
When i of Nazareth was. taken by hed 
hands, his diſciples all forfook him, and dea. Aud 
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this was predicted by the prophetZechariah.“ Awake, 
O ſword! againſt My ſhepherd, and againſt 1E 
MAN that is my FELL OW, ſaith the Lord of hoſts; 
* ſmite the ſhepherd, and the theep ſhall be ſcatter- 
*ed*.” Read alſo in Tſaigh, I gave my back to 
* the ſmiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked 
* off the hair: I hid not my face from ſhame and 
< ſpitting}.” Not only was the back of Jeſus ſcourged, 
ds the Evangeliſt informs us, “but they ſpit in his 
" © face, and buffetted him, and ſmbte him with the 
E palms of their hands 1.“ His death was foretold 
by the prophet Daniel; © Meſſiah fhall be cut off 5.“ 
And the manner of his diffolution was prefigured by 
the brazen ſerpent, which Moſes fixed on a pole |. 
I ſhall beg leave to read a part of the fifty-third 
chapter of Iſaiah, For he ſhall grow up before him 
* as a tender plant, and as a root out” of a dry 
„ground; he hath no form nor comelineſs: and 
* when we ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty that we 
* ſhould defire him. He is deſpiſed and rejected 
of men; a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 
405 * and we hid as it were our faces from him; 
. © he was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed him not. Surely - 
< he bath borne our griefs, and carried our ſorrows; 
yet we did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of God, 
and afflicted, But he was waunded for our tranf.. 
greſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities :- the 
* chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and with 
* his firipes we are healed. All we, like theep, have 
gone aſtray; we have turned every one to his own 
© way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. He was oppreſſed, and he was afflited, 
« yet he opened not his mouth; he is brought as a 
< lamb to the ſlaughter ; and, as a ſheep before her 
* ſhearers is dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth, 


* Zech, xili, 5, + 5 15 t Matt, xxvi. 67. 4 Dan. 5x. 26, 
: ER. umb. xxl, 9. BO” 
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He was taken from priſon and from judgment: 
and who ſhall declare his generation; for he was 
** eat off out of the land of the living: for the tranſ- 
_* greſhon of my people was he ſtricken. And he 
* made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich 
* in his death ; becauſe he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit/in his mouth.” According 
to the acknowledgement of one of your own teach- 
ers, this pro 3 you more than any other; 
and ſome ee have wiſhed it had not been written, 
or that it were expunged from the Old Teſtament 
Writings. It is a rule among ſome of you, that you , 
muſt believe all your teachers. Many of them have 
attempted to explain this Scripture ; and moſt of 
them have diftered in their ſentiments concerning it. 
Some have afhrmed it relates to David, ſome to Jo- 
ſhua, ſome to Zechariah, and others to Zerubbabel. 
But, agreeably to your own rule, you muſt believe 
them all, Now one of them has explained it as re- 
ferring to the Meſſiah. Why then do ye not believe 
him? And he has tranſlated the words, « ſmitten 
* of God and afflicted” God himſelf was ſmitten and 
, tumbled. But wile men, like you, will not be blind 
followers of any man's opinion. I ask you, therefore, 
of whom doth the Prophet here ſpeak ? You know, 
O Jews that he ſpeaks of the Meſſiah, who was 
cut off for, your ſins who made his grave with 
« the wicked,” —was crucified between two thieves, 
« and with the rich in his death” —for he was buried 
in the grave of a rich man, O Jews, through this 
man only can you have hope for everlaſting life. 
But you will ſay, Iwill not believe in a crucified 
*© (God, a God that hath been hanged,” But why not? 
becauſe the veil is ſtill upon your hearts; and unleſs 
the great God is pleaſed to remove it, I know that 
Ahe ene of my preaching will neyer convince 
you. So you ſay, you will not have a crucified Sa- 
_ »viour? What! not have him whom the Pſalmiſt per- 
3 1 | ſonates 
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ſonates, when he ſays, © They pierced my hands + 
« and my feet?” What! not believe in him © who 4 
* hath borne your ſorrows,” and, as the Prophet 
3 * caſts your ſins into the depths of the ſea? 
Will younot have this Prince to reign over you? But 
you ay * it was never deſigned that your Meſſiah 
* ſhould be a ſufferer.” You certainly know other- 
wiſe ; for it was fore-ordained that he ſhould be cut 
off—that the ſword ſhould awake, and ſmite the 
ſhepherd, God's equal, and that the ſheep ſhould be 
ſcattered, and all with a view that the ſaying might 
be verified, © I have trodden the wine-preſs alone, 
te and of the people there was none with me.” But = 
who is God's equal? Is the wiſeſt prophet—is the 4 
greateſt monarch equal with the great God? Nay, l 
is the higheſt archangel in Heaven his equal > No. 
—You ſhudder to entertain ſuch an idea. But the 
text ſays, *againſt the MA that is my FELLOW, my 
c EQUAL :” and this is no other than that « Child 
«© which ſhould be born, that Son which ſhould be _ 
given, the Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, 1 
« the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace *.“ TM 
© TheGod-man, the Meſſiah, that ſeed of the woman 
which hath bruiſed the ſerpent's head; and in 
« whom all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed.“ 
But your Meſſiah is ſpoken of in Seripture as a pro- 
phet, prieft, and king. He is a firofhet.” © I will Taiſe 
them up a prophet from among their brethren, 
like unto thee, and will put my word in his mouth, 
« and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall com- 
mand him. And it ſhall come to paſs, that who- 
ever will not hearken unto my words, which he 
* ſhall ſpeak in my name, I will require it of him f.“ 
This prophet is to be © raiſed up Gen among their 
* brethren.” Jeſus of Nazareth anſwers to the cha- 
racter ſo far. He was born a Jew, of the ſeed of 


Iſa. ix. 6. + Deut. xviii. 18. 
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Abraham, of the tribe of Judah, of the houſe of” 
David, in Bethlehem of Judah. He is, moreover, 
to be like Moſes in meekneſs; © he was as a lamb 
“ dumb before the ſhearers.“ In power and work- 
ing miracles, the winds and the waves obey him; he 
diſcerned. the thoughts, raiſed the dead, and healed 
all manner of diſeaſes:. And his miracles were not 
merely as marvellous as thoſe which Moſes wrought, 
but vaſtly more aſtoniſhing. - Some of you, how- 
ever, will ſay, it was all deluſion, and nothing better 
than enchantment: But an aſſertion is not a proof. 
You alſo ſay, that he obtained the power of working 
miracles;. by ſtealing the great name IEHOVARH out 
of the temple. But in ſaying this, you do in effect 
ay either that he overpowered God, and fo ſtole 
the name againſt his will, or that God was careleſs 
shot it; or that being willing he ſhould take it, ſet | 
is Teal to a lie, and thus ſuffered thouſands of poor 
ſinners to be deluded. But I hope you will be diſ- 
poſed to confels the truth, that this is the very pro- 
phet which God had ſo long promiſed. If he had 
not been the andinted of the Lord, never, never would 
thoſe miracles have been wrought, which ſo elearly 
Evifice' that He was the true Meſhah. ſeſus caſt out 
devils ; and-if Satan caſt out Satan, his kingdom 
cannot ſtand ; but evil ſpirits themſelves confeſs, 
Thou art the Holy One of God ;”” and they aſk, 
© Art thou come to torment. us before the time?“ 
They had no power to enter into the ſwine till they 
Hadi firſt obtained his permiſhon. 0 
I be laſt proof that Jeſus is that prophet which was 
to ariſe, you will find in the book of Deuteronomy; 
Mhena Prophet ſpeaketh in the name of the Lord, 
* if the thing follow not, nor come to paſs, that is 
the thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken“ .“ But 
it hath not been ſo with our Prophet. He predicted 
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concerning Jeruſalem, the three-walled city, that it 


ſhould be deſtroyed, and that one ſtone of the tem- 
ple ſhould not be left upon another, that ſhould not 
ce be. thrown down.” All the efforts of wicked men 
torebuild it have proved abortive,and the place where 
it once ſtood can ſcarcely be aſcertained. He alſo 
foretold that “ in the latter days falſe prophets ſhould 


< ariſe, and deceive many.” That prediction is now 


fulfilling. He alfo foretold his own death, and va- 
rious other things, which we cannot now mention, 
all of which have been, or will be, exactly accom- 
pliſhed. And as Moſes inſtructed the people, fo did 
brift ; and particularly in the law of love. Is it not 
declared, He that will not hearken to my words, 
* which heſhall ſpeak, I will require it of him.” There 
appears to be ſomething more implied than ſpoken 
in this ſentence: I am ready to believe it refers to the 


bleeding ſorrows of your nation for 1 Meſ- 


fiah : and till you repent, and turn unto him, your 
wounds will not be healed. Come, dear Jews come 
and learn of our Prophet and yours. He will teach 
you the meaning of all your types and ſhadows. He 
will ſhew you the ſpirituality of the moral law, and 

how you may be delivered from the wrath to come.” 
| Your Meſſiah is a fxieſt as well as a prophet. ©The 
Lord hath ſworn, andwill not repent : thou art a 
« prieſt for ever after the order of Melehizedek *.“ 
He is the great, the everlaſting High Prieſt of Hrael. 
Does every high prieſt offer a ſacrifice ? What doth 
he ſay. © Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not deſire; 
* burnt-offering and fin-offering haſt thou not re- 


« quired. Then ſaid I, Lo, I come to do thy will. 
«KO God!“ And he offered not the blood of bulls 


and goats, but his own: blood. © Thou haſt made 
* his ſoul,” ſaith Iſaiah, „a ſacrifice for ſm :” and 


by that one offering, he hath for ever perfected them 
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that believe. And row © the Lord is gone up with 


a ſhout'?—he is entered into the Holy of Holes, the 
heaven of heavens, where he now appears, © mak- 
* ing interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors *.” 

Our Jeſus of Nazareth is alſo a King. © Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion! ſhout, O daughter 
* of Jeruſalem! behold, thy Kizg cometh unto thee : 
« he is juſt, and having ſalvation ; lowly, and riding 
upon an aſs, and upon a colt the foal of an aſs f.“ 
You expect your King to appear like a conquering 
Alexander, ſurrounded with great worldly ſplen- 
dour: but hear, O ye Jews! he 'was to come 
* lowly, and riding on an aſs.” And did he not 
accompliſh this Scripture, when he rode to Jeruſa- 


lem, alternately on an aſs and an aſs's colt? while 


attending thouſands, with joyful acclamations, cried, _ 
* Hoſannah to the Son of David! bleſſed is he that 
„ cometh in the name of the Lord!” But it was 
not a.great while after that theſe very men, many 
of them however, exclaimed, with the moſt im- 
lacable malice, © Crucify him! crucify him!“ 
hat! crucify your King? Yes, O Jews! and you, 


of the preſent generation, reject that very King. 


Be aſſured, notwithſtanding, that © God hath ſet him 
„upon his holy hill of Sion, and ſolemnly ſaid, 
* Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee, 
« Aſk of me, and I will give thee the heathen for 
«© thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth for thy poſſeſſion . —“ Thou ſhalt have 


* dominion from fea to ſea, and from the river unto 


the ends of the earth 8.“ —“ Sit thou at my right 


« hand, until I make thine enemies thy footſtool ||.” 


* Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the 


« ſceptre of thy e is a right ſceptre. Thou 


. * loveſt righteouſneſs, and hateſt wickedneſs ; there- 
fore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil 


„IIa. Iii. 8. + Zech. ix, 9. © Palm ii, 6—8. 
$ Pſalm Ixxii. 8. | Pfalm ex. 1. | 
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ee of gladneſs above thy fellows*.” If this laſt paſſage 
be not explained with reference to one who is both 
God and man, it never can be explained at all. 
Such a perſon is Jeſus of Nazareth; the Son of God, 

and King of Iſrael, who was to reign in righteouſ- 
neſs, and rule in Judgment f. 
There is one thing I might have mentioned be- 
fore, but will not omit it in this place. The Scrip- 
tures not only predict the death of Chrift, but his >. 
reſurrection alſo. Jonah's deliverance from the A 
whale's belly was an emblem of this; and the Pſalm- 
iſt, in the perſon of the Meſſiah, ſays, Thou wilt 
* not leave my ſoul in hell,” the place of the dead, 
c rather wilt thou ſuffer une Holy One to ſee cor- 
* p üon .“ And, as though he were addreſſing him 
—* "Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led cap- 
« tivity captive ; thou haſt received gifts for men, 
« yea, for the rebellions alſo, that the Lord God 
* might dwell among them $.” But who is aſcend- 
ed? Why, © God hath gone up with a ſhout, and 
te our Lord with the ſound of a trumpet.” But be- 
fore he aſcends, he muſt deſcend ;' and you all ve 
well know, that God, as a Spirit, who fills every 
place, cannot be ſaid to aſcend, or. deſcend: it is, 
without doubt, therefore, the incarnate God who is 
here ſpoken of the man who groaned on Calvary 
-—roſe from the dead the third day, and by many | 
infallible proofs, manifeſted himſelf to be the riſen 
Saviour; and then, after forty days, in the preſence 
of a great multitude, was taken up, and a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their fight. | | 
But all this, O Jews! you ſtumble at. But though 
a © ſtone. of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence to 
* both the houſes of Ifrael ||,” he is, nevertheleſs, 
the foundation, the tried ſtone, the precious corner- 
ſtone, which God hath laid in Zion J. Nor is . 
* Pſalm xlv. 6, 7. T Iſa. xxxi. 1. f Pfalm xvi. 10. A 
8 Palm Kviii. 18. IIa. viii. 14. 1 Ifa, xxviii. * . 
| | there 
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|= there ſalvation in any other. Dear Jews! are you 
| not convinced? . Behold the rocks, the elements, 
are your inſtructors ! for at the death of Jeſus, the 
earth trenibled—the rocks were rent—the graves 
were opened—many ſhrouded bodies aroſe from 
their ſepulchres—the ſun, withheld its wonted light, 
and a tenfold darkneſs enveloped the face, of day. 
Dionyſius, a heathen philoſopher, beholding this 
dreadful ſight, and knowing it to be. contrary to 
the common courſe of nature, for an eclipſe of the 
ſun to happen at the time of the full moon, is report- 
ed to have exclaimed, Either the frame of nature 
js diſſolving, or the God of nature ſuffers.” And 
when I tell you that this man was afterwards a con- 
vert to Chriſtianity, it may, perhaps, give energy to 
the language he then uttered. Now, if the things 1 
have been ſaying concerning Jeſus of Nazareth be not 
true, why did not ſome writers of that day, inſtead 
of ſtrengthening their evidence, as ſome of them have 
done, ning them at the time they were firſt pro- 
pagated? Joſephus, your own- hiſtorian, ſo — 16 | 
denying what I have been preaching, ſeems to be 
half a convert. Hear what he ſays upon this point. 
About this time there was one Jeſus, a we man, 
if a man he may be called, who was a great worker 
of miracles, and a teacher of thoſe that were cp- 
rious, and deſirous to learn the truth; and he had 
a great many followers, both Jews and Gentiles, This 
was the Chriſt that was accuſed by the princes and 
great men of our mation. Pilate delivered him up to 
the croſs ; and, notwithſtanding all this, thoſe that 
loved him at firſt did not forſake him. He was ſeen 
alive again the third day after his-crucifixion, as had 
been foretold, with a thouſand other things, by ſeve- 
ral prophets, and there are a ſort of people, who, to 
this day, bear the name of Chriſtians, as owning hun, 
for their Read“. Who can withſtand ſuch evidence? 


Joſephus, book 18. chap. ni. yy 
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you, O ye Jews! No; I am firmly Tos that 
many, I had almoſt ſaid every one of you, are fully 
convinced that the Meſſiah is come, and that Jeſus of 
Nazareth is that Meſſiah. BN 
I now proceed to the third thing Jonny the 
. bleſſings promiſed to be derived from him“ In thy 

* « ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed, I 

hope you will excuſe my brevity on this head, as I 
have preached till I have nearly exhauſted all my 
ſtrength. There is a ſweet promiſe for you, my dear 
Jews, in the book of Iſaiah *, where the prophet ſpeaks 
of the root of Jeſſe, which you know is the Meſſiah, 
as eng an enſign of the people, and ſays, 

* to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be ' 

DN 19nd, and in that day the Lord ſhall fet his 
* hand again the ſecond time to gather you from the 
nations where you are diſperſed.” You ſay, you 

are not reſtored from your former captivity ; but that 
is nonſenſe. God had fixed a time to deliver you, and 
he was faithful to his word. He never was wont to 
panes even for the fin of idolatry, but to the third or 
ourth generation, What then hath Ifrael done, that 1 
he ſhould caſt them off ſo long? O Jews! you have =_ 
rejefled the Meſſiah that is the reaſon; and to this A 
day you obſtinately reject him. But if you now be- 
heve, the curſe ſhall be removed, and you ſhall be 
bleſſed in him. Pray do not any longer reject him who , 
is the only hope of Iſrael; he waits to be 33 | 
you, and to bleſs you; but he cannot unleſs you be- 
lieve in him. It is a truth moſt certain, that the 
Jews are preſerved a diſtinct people for the purpoſe 
of accompliſhing a variety of promiſes, and that wien 
the fulneſs of the Gentiles is brought in, a Ifrael 
will turn to the Lord Meſſiah; and probably their con- 
verſion will be the great means of effecting the uni - 
verſal ſpread of the Goſpel. I am certain, however, = 
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that , God. hath, not caſt away his people whom he 
foreknew.“ It is evident from their preſent condition. 
Which is nothing leis than a ſtanding miracle, that 
they are preſerved for ſome very extraordinary event. 
.Neverdidany other people ſubſiſt, for a ſingle century 
only, wholly ſeparate from their conquerors. Never 
did any other people, diſperſed: through ſo many na- 
tions, continue as with a wall of fire round about 
them, not for one age merely, but, for thouſands of 
ears. Look at a Jew, and you fee a miracle his 
nation is ſtamped on his countenance; and it is an 
honourable nation. Look at a Jew,, and you ſee a 
man. tenacious, of the traditions of bis fathers; but 
., incapable of obeying one of the ordinances of;Moles 
without a femfile, without a 1 25 without a /acri- 
Ace, or a capability of, offering to God an acceptable 
ſervice. Look at à ſew, and you are a witneſs of he 
,.accompliihment. of all the threatenings of Moſes and 
the prophets. Behold a Jew, and you ſee an expect- 
_ ant, of the fulfilment of the Scriptures, and a monu- 
ment of their veracity; for, the time will come, I 
hope it is nean when all Ifrael ſhall be ſaved. “ I will 
| make an,end.of all nations, but L will neyer make 
La full end of thee. And how happy I. ſhall. be, 


if Cod is pleaſed to make my words, the beginnipg 
of: ſalvation to but one of eee 
Redeemer may come to. him from Sion, and turn 
- away, ungodlinęſs from Iſrael. Ene 
And now, Sirs, what ſay you? Have I ſpoken, to 
„ou, though. in great weakneſs, yet the words fof 
truth, If I bave been unfaithful, may I. not ſpeak 
another word , But if 1 have diſplayed. the truth of 
God, why, poor ſinners, will; ye be ſtill blinded? 
„Ta e certain, (as. that! this book of God is gihen 
aby inſpiration, that many of your. nation are, con- 
c vinged that gur Jeſus is the promiſed ſeed; for ſome 
of your teachers have exhorted their friends, when 
on their dying · beds, ta believe in the ſame * 
Wy | whic 


n 


(53859) 
a [a 


which Chriſtians acknowledge; and yet theſe men, | 
in public, will deny that he is the Meſſiah; What © 
does all this prove, but that they ſtubbornly, fefiſt ; 
the light, and ſtifle the convictions of their: con- 
ſcience ? I am perſuaded that many of you are con- 
vinced of the truth of what J have been ſaying; 
but you are attached to your old religion; you are 
averſe to the idea of changing it, and fo yo reject, 
the counſel of God, and the only Meſſiah.” Some 
of you are learned men. Search the Seriptüres.— 
Vu think you underſtand them better than we. 
Gentiles do; but, aſſure yourſelves, there are many 


r, unlearned Gentile Chriſtians, who can better 
explain the types and Thadows of your law than the 
moſt learned of the Jews. What ſay you to theſe 
things? If Jeſus be not the Meſſiah, why were the 
prophecies ſo exactly fulfilled in him? If you will 
not believe in Jeſus, do not believe your prophets. 
If you want another Saviour, ſhew us another law. 
If you reject Jeſus, rejeA Moles alſo, for Moſes 
fpake of hire HT CIT OC, 

Jeſus is my Saviour; my ſoul relies on him: And 
though he is the ſtone which, is“ ſet at nought by 
« you builders, he is, nevertheleſs, the head - ſtone of 
the corner. Neither is their ſalvation in any other.” 


If you reject him, you rejet everlaſting life; you 
are condemned by your own law, being incapable of 


| worlkipping God as that law requires; you have not 
the benediction pronounced upon you, for none was 


ermitted to pronounce it but the High Prieſt: But 


in Jeſus all nations ſhall be bleſſed Jews and Gen- 
tiles. 'The Gentiles among whom you dwell believe 
in Jeſus, and are bleſſed in him; and ſhould you aſk, 


I am ſure they would tell you, that they never knew + 
what true joy and happineſs meant, till they believed 


in.him. But, perhaps, you are athamed to acknow- 


ledge him. Why ſo? You will not be alone—others 


have done it before you. There was Xeres the Jew, 
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whoſe book I now bold up, he is 2 witneſs againſt 


you. He was converted to the Chriſtian faith in. 


1710, and has tranſlated many paſſages of your He- 
brew Bible, and proved, from your own books, that 
Jeſus is the true Meſſiah. O may the Spirit of God 


diſpoſe you to follow his example ! and then ſhall . 
you be completely bleſſed in time, and to eternity. 
The God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the 
God of Jacob, look down upon you with compla- 
cency, and enlighten your dark underſtandings ; and 
may you. become witneſſes with. me, that Jeſus of 
Nazareth is the true Mefſſhah! | | 


HYMN. 
FROM all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator's praiſe ariſe ; 
Let the Redeemer's name be sung, 
Through every land by ev'ry tongue. 
Eternal are thy mercies, Lord, 
Eternal truth attends thy word ; 


Thy praiſe shall sound from shore to shore, 
Till suns shall rise, and set no more. 
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- POSTSCRIPT. 


A HAND-BILL of Brothers's Prophecies having been 
juſt given to: me by a Jew, I beg for a moment your farther 
attention. 

MEN of Israel. Many of you object ta, the embracing 
Chriſtianity, because there are amongſt t ws 50 many ects 


and parties. But, let me candidly ask you, were there not 


many parties and sects among yourselves in ancient days ? 


Were there not Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, and many | 
others which I cannot enumerate? A person has put into 
my hand a paper respecting the Prophecies of Brothers; 
but I give no sort of credit to the whimsies of such a mad- 

man. I conſider him, nevertheless, as a striking proof of 
the inspiration of the New Teſtament, which has expressly 
foretold, that © in the latter days, many false prophets shall 
c arise, and ſhall deceive many. If any thing be predicted, 
and it comes to pass, agreeably to the time foretold, you 


may have some reason to believe it; but when a man has 


the confidence to prophecy what is never accomplished, you 
are in duty bound to reject him as an imposter. The pro- 
phecies of this enthusiast are not fulfilled, nor ever will be. 


He is, undoubtedly, one of those false prophets the Scxip- 


tuxes speak of; and, as he hath arisen, be not surprised if . 
you hear of many more. Their pretensions do but concur, 
though without deſign, to evince the authenticity of that 


Gospel, which was preached by the Ps of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 


T he Lord God of Abraham bless you all . 


x [IS | | * 
93 1 28 ; 9 
r 7 


Va 


ry \ 


1 38 0 
PRAYER; AFTER SERMON. 


OFORIFG6t of ABraharh't'do mot he plessed'to com- 
mand thy Ble HA. Ds thou now unseaf the dark things o 
prophecy, and give us a saving acquaintance with Athe 
trat of thy Holy Word” Note can Understättd thelk arighe, 
| but as thou art pleased to teach ther!” Lord /Jothow She” 

to this? pebplethar feeds 6f Na?Afeth 18 tlie Messiah; she“ 
hem that he Is +6 King chat feigtis in Zion; and thar' he” 
SHEIFFGPWLN alt his enemies ute under Nis feet; Do thou” 
take cha beif fro ul dr Heartb, tu der Lamb Of God,” 
whe Wilt trafic tor ö our fins.“ At "thy death the SUN Was” 
darkened, tlie rocks Wee Maken⸗ the Fraves Were © or Ind? 
arPtheVeitoF t<Ltelnfie* Was rent in twain from tlie top to to 
mhz Bottom. O rend thou the veil from the hearts of thy 

delt 87 el now before thee ; let them be no age ae. 
bift abe them n with an everlaiting salvation. O Lord?! 


diimiss them PAT Vs 5 with thy divine Blessing, for the: alone. 


#4 4a 


2 ratsed from the ad for. our "Justification, and We ever 
| Beth to make i interces8100 for us. "Amen. | | 

"May the p peace of God, which passeth all underffa ES 
| öl from heaven into all your hearts! May the 
Holy Spirit, 'by bis sacred iluminations, lead you into all 
5 truth, un fold to you a the my$terious: words of prophecy, and 
cause you to believe 11 mm that Saviour whom) your fathers eru- 
cified? Then may you join with us Gentiles, in ascFibing . 


to Him, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, everlaſting 


praises. Amen. 
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